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MIRACLES OF GRACE NEEDED
Fr. Bede McGregor O.P.’s allocutio - Nov. 2025

The recent Doctrinal Note (just 20 pages!) of the
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, which expresses
concern about the invocation to Mary as Mediatrix of all
graces, must give rise to thought and reflection in the
Legion of Mary. This document says much that is positive
about Our Lady's cooperation with God and her
intercession for us as our heavenly Mother. But it
guestions that particular expression Mediatrix of all
graces which it says is open to misinterpretation.
Interestingly, St Louis Marie de Montford never used that
expression. And if we have to replace it then by what? Do
we go with de Montford, "Mediatrix with Christ” or with a
term like "Mother of Divine Grace”? This needs more study,
prayer and reflection. Let us ask Our Lady to help us make
the right decision with the Holy Spirit.

The question of grace is very important. Grace is what
harmonises our souls with God. If there are any miracles
we need we need above all miracles of grace. We need
the grace of true faith, true hope and true charity which
helpus to relate to God. We also need the graces of true
conversion, sorrow for our sins and firm commitment to
Cod and his ways. We need the grace of understanding
rightly the faith, of seeing how best to share it, of being
able to touch souls.




Miracles of grace do happen. | cannot help but notice that our history has many such stories.
Augustine’s turning to the true faith from paganism, Patrick's return to a deep relationship
with God while in captivity, a similar event in the life of Vincent de Paul, John of God's
conversion from neurotic preoccupations to reaching out instead to others, Charles de
Foucauld's conversion from a selfish life-style to a christian witness among Sahara tribes, Matt
Talbot's turning from alcohol addiction to living a most holy life. There are many other such
cases.

These miracles of grace have long-term benefits that can last for centuries, benefiting so
many souls. But | want to point out something behind them all. They were due to prayer.
Monica kept praying for her son and never gave up. | wonder who was praying for Patrick
back home when he, in turn, began to pray in his captivity and came to know the true God.
Charles de Foucauld always acknowledged his cousin’s prayers for him, and maybe too his
grandfather's. Matt Talbot's mother prayed for his conversion. Let us trust that our prayers are
heard and let us never give up on incessant prayer.

Read more at httpsy//legionofmary.ie/news/article/november-allocutio-2025
WORDS OF GRATITUDE
Senatus President Br. John Tagiilima

Praised be Jesus and Mary!
Dear Spiritual Directors and Legionaries,
As we gather at the close of this year, | am united with you, my heart full of gratitude. Thank
you for your unwavering faith, your tireless service, and your devotion to Our Lady. Each of you
has played a vital role in making this year a true blessing for the Legion of Mary in New
Zealand.
Reflection on the Year:
This year has been rich with grace-filled moments:
* We began with the Motuti Retreat, a time of profound spiritual renewal and reflection a
good start to our year with prayer and mending our relationship with God.
Then came the Acies at Christ the King, where we renewed our consecration to Our Lady
with solemn devotion.
In July, our Youth Retreat brought energy and hope, strengthening the future of our
Legion.
The Annual Congress at Our Lady of the Assumption in Onehunga united us in fellowship
and apostolic zeal.
We honoured our founder with the Frank Duff Mass at Hillsborough, remembering his
vision and legacy.
And finally, we celebrated together at the Annual General Reunion at Holy Cross,
Papatoetoe, sharing testimonies and joy as one family in Christ.

As Frank Duff reminded us:
“The Legion is built on confidence in Mary's help. If we give her our best, she will give us more
than we can imagine.”

Each event was a testament to our unity and mission: To Jesus through Mary. | thank our
Spiritual Directors for their guidance, and every member for your prayers and sacrifices. May
Our Lady continue to lead us as we look forward to another year of service and grace.

Let us go forth with renewed commitment, trusting that with Mary, we can do great things
for her Son.

Mary Queen of the Universe - Pray for us.

Praised be Jesus and Mary - now and forever!




REFLECTION ON ANNUAL GENERAL REUNION

Hosted by our most hospitable Our Lady Queen of Heaven, South Auckland Curia,
this year's reunion was a veritable Advent experience. After praying the rosary and
Legion prayers led by Curia Spiritual leader Fr Carl Telford, all thirteen
performances that followed paid homage to our Heavenly Mother Mary through
song, dance, and action.

A song and dance by the Otara Praesidium prompted us to reflect on our own
attitudes and actions, with the imperative: “Stop and let me tell you what the Lord
has done for you." A humorous rendition of the nativity scene from the animals'
perspective in the manger was entertaining. This was followed by a mellow and
enlightening song in Samoan by the Senatus, detailing aspects of the rosary.
Papatoetoe Praesidium’s Nativity scene got the children involved and was faith-
building. If anyone was feeling down, then the Manurewa children and youth
Praesidia - Queen of Angels and Our Lady Star of the Sea offered solace with their
lively performances, “We all nheed someone to lean on.”

Young members were acknowledged for their regular attendance with
certificates, a box of Christmas cookies and a book on the daily readings. Youth
member Felise Vea deserves special mention for his full attendance, and when
the Christmas carol Felis na vida was performed, Felise joked that they were
celebrating his success. The highlight of the afternoon was undoubtedly the
enthusiastic youth involvement, wholeheartedly supported by parents and older
members. Youth presence in such impressive numbers is a beacon of hope for the
Legion of Mary: the lively and witty compere, Br. Ameto Lauofo did a superb job of
keeping everyone spirited and engaged. Senatus Spiritual Director Fr. Andrew
Matthew was empowering the members with his words of encouragement.
Senatus President John Tagiilima concluded the performances by acknowledging
everyone's efforts and outlining next year's event.

Soon, the delicious spread of food was consumed, first by the guests and then by
the gracious hosts. We headed for the car park where every car had a rosary on
display to show our solidarity and to remind us that just as the beads are strung
together to form the Holy Rosary, our Mama Mary unites all the praesidia with her
love, and guards and guides every Curia and the Senatus to be worthy members
of her Legion.

Noela D'Souza

Our Lady Mother of the Church Praesidium

Hillsborough




REPORTS DUE FOR
JANUARY 2026

Annual: Mater Dei,
Praesidium (Panmure)

Quarterly:

OL Star of the Sea Curia
(North-West)
Queen of Peace Curia
(Nuku'alofa),
Samoan
Comitium 1 & 2
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

i. Birth of Our Lord
Solemnity - 25th December
(Praesidium level)

ii. Mary Mother of God
(Praesidium level)
Solemnity - 1st January

iii. Alfie Lambe - around
21st January
(Praesidium level)
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Hail and blessed be the hour and
moment in which the Son of God
was born of the most pure Virgin
Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in
the piercing cold. In that hour
vouchsafe, | beseech Thee, O my
God, to hear my prayer and grant my
desires through the merits of Our
Savior Jesus Christ, and of His

blessed Mother.

Amen




