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MOTHER OF GOD
FRANK DUFF

Mary is so much part of God's idea that without her we
do not grasp his idea. She is, as the Church sings, at the
beginning of God's ways with us. And she accompanies
us every step of that way. If we find we have diverged

from her, it is a sign that we have left the Christian
road. She is one of the special outward marks of grace

and orthodoxy. We cannot receive the kisses of the
babe without touching his mother. We cannot hope to
have his blood drip transformingly upon us, unless we
stand beside her at the Cross. People may think they
are receiving grace without devotion to her, and in a

limited way this is so. For, although they reject her, she
cannot reject them. She does her best with those

refractory ones. But oh what a difference between that
and the fruitful union of loving child and mother most
powerful! If that union exists, it will be fully utilised by
the mother for the purposes of her maternity. That is,

not only to make us holy as one would fill a vessel, but
to reach out through us to other souls. If she is not able

to reach out through us, she is not able to work in us,
for this communication to others is the characteristic
gesture, the essence, of Christianity. Our Lord's own

image of the mystical vine is to be borne in mind. Out
of the roots issues the trunk, and out of the trunk

spring the branches and sub-branches, on and on in
ever-continuing, expanding fruitfulness; if a part stop at

itself, it is a 

https://frank-duff-essays.com/


failure. The life giving series must go on unendingly until the whole world is
encompassed, until every man has had the fullness of the gospel delivered to him,
inclusive of that part which says: "Behold thy mother. Possessors of knowledge are

fond of supposing that people will not understand and that it would be waste of
time to try to explain these lofty doctrines. Unpardonably, they act accordingly. But

what is incomprehensible about Our Lady's mission? It is fundamental in religion
and therefore it is meant to be understood by all. I have yet to encounter the

person who was unable to absorb it when it was explained. And explained it must
be. For the average idea of Mary's place is stark in its poverty. It is that Mary bore a
son who was God and that ever since he likes to listen to her petitions - just as any

great man would like to please his mother! Of course that is true, but it is part of
the truth. Mary's place in the Catholic system is too commanding, too primary, to

be contained in that degree of logic. Here are some tremendous words of Cardinal
Suenens: The majority of Christians will claim that people are not ready to listen,

but the amazing truth is that Christians themselves are not willing to speak.'
Especially, as I have I been contending, they are not prepared to speak about Mary
they are so conscious of their ignorance about her. Perhaps if the word about Mary

were uttered, all the other words of the Christian message would come pouring out.
For Mary is pivotal - now as she was from the first in the divine idea of Redemption.
She was part of the foretelling of the Messiah, and in due course she was part of his

earthly mission; as she is now of his heavenly reigning. She is utterly less than he,
but she has been assumed into his destiny and in the special form that she has

always to give him, to initiate his steps, to indicate to him what is needful. That is
the Providential programme: we should accommodate ourselves to it. 

We must make Mary better understood. The Church places these words on the lips
of the Blessed Virgin: Those who explain me shall shine for all eternity.

Read more at
https://www.frank-duff-essays.com/docs/mary_shall_reign/mother_of_god.pdf

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm


New Year Message – Legion of Mary Senatus New Zealand
by: John Tagiilima, President

As we begin this New Year, we give thanks to God for His
unfailing grace that has carried us through the year past.
With hearts renewed in faith and hope, we place the year
ahead into the loving hands of Our Blessed Mother, Mary,
Queen of the Universe.
The New Year invites us not only to mark the passage of time,
but to renew our commitment to prayer, humility, and
faithful service. As Legionaries, we are called to be
instruments of God’s mercy, bringing Christ to our families,
parishes, and communities through the gentle guidance of
Our Lady.
May this year strengthen our unity as a members and deepen
our trust in Mary’s intercession. Let us continue to serve with
perseverance, courage, and love—especially in times of
challenge—remembering that no work done for God is ever in
vain. 
We pray that the Holy Spirit will guide all our officers,
praesidia, and members throughout New Zealand, and that
our apostolate may bear abundant fruit for the glory of God
and the salvation of souls. 
Padre Pios in one of his quotes on our Mother he said "Love
our Lady, make others love her. Always say your Rosary and
say it well. Satan always tries to destroy this prayer, but he
will never succeed. It is the prayer of her who triumphs over
everything and everyone."
As we journey forward together, may Mary walk beside us,
form us in holiness, and lead us always closer to her Son,
Jesus Christ.
Wishing all Legionaries and their families a blessed, peaceful,
and grace-filled New Year.
Ad Jesum per Mariam. (To Jesus Through Mary)
Yours in Christ 
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EDEL QUINN
Edel Quinn (1907–1944) stands as the "quintessence" of the Legion of

Mary, a woman whose life served as both a spiritual stimulation and a
compelling example of grace in action. From her youth, she was

defined by an unselfish spirit and a genuine, delicate charm that
lacked any trace of artifice. Even when faced with family financial

hardships, she responded with quiet resilience rather than complaint,
immediately seeking work to support her loved ones. While she

originally felt called to the cloistered life of a Poor Clare, her vocation
shifted permanently upon discovering the Legion of Mary, setting the

stage for a missionary career that remains one of the unique
achievements of history.

Despite the debilitating physical toll of advanced tuberculosis, Quinn
served as an envoy in Africa for nearly eight years, exerting a

"remarkable sway" over those she met and commanding the respect of
men in traditional leadership roles through her modest but firm

authority. Her influence was so profound that her legacy eventually
reached as far as the religious history of China, providing the spiritual

blueprint for conversion efforts there. 

Throughout her "peremptory march" for souls, she maintained a joyful
disposition, replacing the typical gravity of the ill with an atmosphere

of merriment and cheer. Driven by a sense of urgency and the
knowledge that her time was short, she refused to allow her physical

limitations to hinder her work. Ultimately, Quinn’s greatness lay in her
status as a "completely normal person" who achieved the superhuman
simply by refusing to interpose any barrier to divine grace, successfully
becoming a living "transcript" of the Blessed Virgin Mary to bring Christ

to the world.

READ MORE
https://www.frank-duff-

essays.com/docs/victory_through_mary/we_must_know_edel_quinn.pdf



Forty days after Christmas, the Church celebrates the Feast of the Presentation
of the Lord, an event that the evangelist Luke recounts in Chapter 2 of his

Gospel. In the East, the celebration of this feast dates back to the 4th century.
By the year 450, it was called The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord because

Jesus enters the Temple and “meets” the priests, as well as Simeon and Anna,
representatives of the people of God. Around the middle of the 5th century, we
know the feast was also celebrated in Rome. At a certain point, the blessing of

candles was added to this feast to recall that Jesus is the “light to the gentiles”.
Thus, this feast is also sometimes referred to as Candlemas.

The meeting with Simeon
“He came in the Spirit into the temple”. This is a detail that must be

highlighted. Simeon is moved by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. This explains
how he “recognizes” Jesus as the Awaited One, the light of the Gentiles. He is

the Light before whom one needs to take a stand: “The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world…but the world did not know

him” (Jn. 1:9, 10).

https: //www.vaticannews.va/en/liturgical-holidays/feast-of-the-presentation-of-
the-lord.html
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As we begin this New Year with hope and gratitude, we also share
some sad news with heavy hearts. We regret to inform you of the

passing of Sr. Jane Hudson, a longtime legionary and officer of the
Panmure Praesidium

We give thanks to God for her faithful service to Our Lady and the
Legion of Mary, and for the many years she dedicated to the work

of the Church.


