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INSIDE Lent: A Call to Holiness
[ ]
THIS ISSUE with Mary
by Fr. Andrew Matthew

» Spiritual At the very heart of our faith lies a living mystery: the

Director’s Last Father sends the Son, and the Son pours out the Holy

Allocutio Spirit. This is not an abstract idea reserved for theology
« President’s books. It is the very life of God shared with us.

Address Out of infinite love, the Father sends His only Son into

the world. Through His Passion, Death, and Resurrection,
Jesus opens heaven and restores what sin had broken.
From His pierced side flows the gift of the Holy Spirit —
the Spirit who sanctifies, renews, and makes us holy.
Jesus did not come merely to improve our behaviour. He
came to share His own divine life with us. He came to fill
us with the Holy Spirit — a power that brings us true
freedom. Not the shallow freedom of doing whatever we
please, but a deep interior freedom: freedom from sin,
freedom from fear, freedom from the tyranny of
selfishness. (continued on the next page)
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Too often we think of Lent primarily as
something we do — we fast, we pray more,
we give alms. Yet, before Lent is something
we do, it is something we receive. We
receive grace — the very friendship of God,
we receive His mercy, we receive a deeper
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

It is the Holy Spirit who purifies the heart. It
is the Holy Spirit who reveals our sins — not
to shame or condemn us, but to heal and
liberate us. It is the Holy Spirit who awakens
new desires within us — desires for prayer,
for purity, for charity.

When Jesus entered the desert for forty
days, He was led by the Spirit. The desert
was not a punishment; it was preparation.
Fasting humbles the body so the Spirit can
strengthen the soul. Prayer quiets the noise
so we can recognize His voice. Almsgiving
stretches the heart so His love can reach
others. The saints understood this. They
were not gloomy or burdened by their
sacrifices. They were men and women filled
with the Spirit — alive, courageous, radiant
with joy. Lent is not meant to make us
heavy-hearted. It is meant to set us free.
Lent is a call to holiness — but not a
holiness we manufacture by our own effort.
It is a holiness born of the Holy Spirit. Mary
shows us how to say yes. With humility,
openness, and total surrender, she received
the Spirit and allowed God to act fully in her
life. If we walk this Lenten path with her —
humble, receptive, and trusting — we too
will discover a freedom the world cannot
give and cannot take away.

May this Lent be more than a season of
external practices. May it be a time of
transformation, where the Holy Spirit
renews us from within — powerfully and
joyfully free.

"It is the Holy Spirit
who purifies the
heart”




Senatus President’s Message

Promoting Retreats & Preparing for Motuti

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we draw near to next week’s pilgrimage to Motuti, [ would like to share a reflection
inspired by the Legion Handbook on Promoting Retreats. The timing could not be more
perfect. The Lord is inviting us not only to prepare physically for this journey, but
spiritually—to enter into a moment of retreat with Him and His Mother.

When many hear the word retreat, they imagine stepping back because of weakness or
defeat. But in the Christian and legionary life, a retreat is not an escape. It is an act of
wisdom. It is what soldiers do to regroup, strengthen themselves, and return to the
frontline with renewed courage. We, too, are constantly engaged in spiritual battles—
against discouragement, fatigue, and the pressures of daily life. Jesus understands this
intimately.

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus tenderly invites His apostles, “Come apart into a quiet place
and rest a little.” This was after their first mission, when they were exhausted, stretched
thin, and “had no time even to eat.” Instead of pushing them harder, the Lord calls them to
rest with Him, to be nourished, refreshed, and strengthened.

But Frank Duff reminds us that retreats are not only moments of rest—they are training
grounds for apostles. Pope Pius XI taught that in a retreat we learn “the ardent spirit of
the apostolate, its diligence, its deed of daring.” Like the Apostles in the Upper Room, who
spent ten days in prayer with Mary before Pentecost, our retreats become moments where
the Holy Spirit refines, renews, and rekindles our missionary zeal.

And this brings us beautifully to our Motuti Pilgrimage. Motuti as our annual-retreat

Next week’s journey is not just a trip. It is not only a community event. Motuti is a place of
silence, encounter, healing, and grace. It is a place where we slowdown from the “many
coming and going,” where we rest a little with the Lord and His Mother under the mantle
of the Church. This pilgrimage is a chance to: step away from our busy routines, let the
noise of life settle, reconnect with prayer, examine our spiritual direction, allow Mary to
speak to our hearts and return renewed for our apostolic mission

Just like the apostles, we are invited to gather in unity, prayer, reflection, and silence—so
that the Holy Spirit may prepare us for the months ahead.

An Invitation to All Legionaries

As a presidium, promoting retreats is part of our mission. But promoting them begins with
living them ourselves. Our Motuti pilgrimage is a perfect example of a simple yet powerful
retreat experience. It does not require a fancy centre—only open hearts and a willingness

to meet Jesus and Mary in the quiet. (continued on next page)



I encourage each of you to: treat this pilgrimage as sacred time, enter it with intention
and prayer, allow God to work in your soul and ask Mary to renew your apostolic spirit.

May Motuti be for us what the Upper Room was for the apostles—a place of unity,
renewal, and fire.

Let us go in Mary’s name, ready to be strengthened, ready to be renewed, and ready to
return as bolder apostles for Christ.

Yours in Jesus and Mary,

John Tagiilima

President, Senatus of NZz BR. JAY

_- NEW SENATUS
L3 VICE PRESIDENT

My first and personal encounter with our
Lady, at age 16 when I joined a Junior
Praesidium Mary Queen of Angels, year
1990 at Most Holy Trinity Parish, Sampaloc,
Manila Philippines.

Upon reaching age of 18, I moved to our
senior Praesidium (Virgin Most Venerable)
and later joined extension team to revive a
dying praesidium (Mary Mother of Love).

My first calling was a Junior President officership role at Praesidium Mary Full of
Grace, attached to senior praesidium Mary Mother of Love. After completing 3 years as
Junior President, I served 6 years as President at our senior praesidium (Mary Mother
of Love).

Year 2014, we immigrated in New Zealand, Our Lady brought me to Balmoral Parish and
once again reconnected to Legion of Mary. I served 6 years as President at Filipino
Praesidium (Queen of all hearts) in Balmoral Parish and currently serving as President
(started as extension worker) aimed to revive a dying praesdium (Our Lady of
Assumption) at Onehunga Parish.

My legionary life is one of many living testimony and inspiring stories from junior to
senior membership that foster deep spiritual life in Jesus and Mary. Becoming part of
Legion of Mary is not just attending meeting and performing apostolates, it is anchored
with love to our Mother of God and complete surrender to Jesus that is anchored with
our faith.



NEXT MONTH’S REPORTS

Annual
Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Chinese) (Herne Bay)

Quarterly
Our Lady Star of the Sea Curia (North-West), Queen of Peace
Curia (Nuku’alofa) and the Samoan Comitium

UPCOMING EVENTS
s € » Motuti Pilgrimage - 14" - 15" March, 2026
) . — * 40 Days for Life - 7am-12pm - Cnr Dominion Rd &
* A Prospect Terrace
» Acies - 22" March - Christ the King Parish Owairaka
e Good Friday - 3™ April
« Resurrection of our Lord - 5" April, 2026

SENATUS OFFICERS’ CONTACTS

Spiritual Director: Fr. Andrew Matthew (027) 612 648
President: Br. John Tagiilima (020) 430 0050

Vice President: Br. Jay Vilipando

Secretary: Br Mana Tatafu (021) 0 236 6873

Asst. Secretary: VACANT

Treasurer: Sr. Vaoesea Wall (021) 209 5162

Asst. Treasurer: Br. Mark Gasparini (027) 650 6908

CONTACT US
© legionofmarynz@gmail.com

& www.legionofmary.org.nz
@ 24 Kiwi Road, Point Chevalier, Auckland 1022



St Mary’s Church, Motuti is the place of the reinterment of
the Bishop's remains beneath the altar in April 2002.

It is a place of pilgrimage, with many visitors annually from
both New Zealand and overseas.

The church is situated 2.5 km along Motuti Road from the
Kohukohu-Mitimiti highway.

Bishop Pompallier arrived here in 1838 and celebrated the first official Mass in New Zealand on
January 13 at the home of the Irish Catholics, Thomas and Mary Poynton.

The site is 1km from the main Kohukohu-Mangamuka road and is visited throughout the year. A plinth
marks the location.

Annually, on the second Sunday of January, a memorial gathering and Mass are held at the site.

This photo shows the scene in 1938 at the centennial gathering.



