\ Our Lady Queen of the
» Universe Senatus NZ

May Newsletter 2026

INSIDE Honouring Our Mother
THIS ISSUE and Following Her to
Christ

Global Catholic Television Network

« Remembering

Edel Quinn . . '
e President’s ThehCaglollc dCh}er'h dedicates ;he erfltéredmorcllth (')f.Maif
Message to the Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God and spiritua

mother of all.

In the plan of salvation, the Blessed Virgin Mary holds a
special place. By virtue of her role to be the mother of
the Son of God by divine election, she was conceived
immaculately — i.e., without the stain of original sin —
and by fidelity to her son has been crowned queen of
heaven and earth.

Everything Mary said and did leads to Christ. Who knows
a child better than a mother? And what good and loving
child does not know his or her mother and love her with
all of his or her heart? (continued on the next page)



Mary knew and loved Jesus like no one else on earth — and she loves each of her children,
human beings, with similar affection and tenderness.

The Church, in its wisdom, asks its children to be especially devoted to Mother Mary during
the month of May and to be particularly grateful for all of her care.

A model for every Christian
Mary, the most humble of all women, is a model for everyone, today, in the here and now.
She is a model in a particular way for every woman, as expressed by Pope Francis.

“There is only one model for you, Mary: the woman of fidelity, the one who did not
understand what was happening to her but obeyed. The one who, as soon as she knew what
her cousin needed took off [to help her], the Virgin of Promptness. The one who escaped as
a refugee in a foreign country to save the life of her son,” Pope Francis said during an April
2014 message to 20,000 young people gathered in Buenos Aires, Argentina, for a regional
youth day.

The first disciple

Years later, during an Aug. 24, 2021, catechesis, Pope Francis called Mary “the first disciple
of Jesus” and reminded us that “Mary is there, praying for us, praying for those who do not
pray. Why? Because she is our mother.”

The Virgin, through Jesus, has brought heaven closer to us and her life is the best proof
that it is possible to reach it. Pope Francis said it best: “She shows us that heaven is within
reach, if we too do not give in to sin, we praise God with humility, and we serve others with
generosity” (Pope Francis, Angelus address on the solemnity of the Assumption, Aug. 15,
2022).

REMEMBERING

EDEL QUINN

14" Sept 1907 - 12" May 1944

Edel Quinn is remembered as a woman of
deep faith, humility, and extraordinary
missionary zeal who dedicated her life to
spreading the Gospel through the Legion of
Mary across East and Central Africa. Despite
suffering from tuberculosis, she travelled
tirelessly, encouraging prayer, evangelisation,
and devotion to Christ through the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Her courage, gentleness, and
complete trust in God inspired countless
people, and her life remains a powerful
example of holiness through service,
sacrifice, and love for others.




The Descent of the Holy Spirit.

Dear Brothers and Sisters.

In our Legionary work, we look to the Holy Spirit as our guide, just as the apostles did on
Pentecost. When the Spirit descended upon the apostles and Mary in the upper room, they
were transformed—filled with courage, wisdom, and zeal for the mission. In the same way,
we invite the Holy Spirit to permeate our minds and hearts so that we do not rely solely on
our own limited understanding.

The apostles, empowered by the Spirit, went out to spread the Gospel fearlessly. We, too,
are called to be apostles in our time, bringing charity, hope, and faith into every encounter.
We cannot do this on our own—we need the Spirit’s gifts of wisdom, counsel, and fortitude.
Each time we embark on our apostolic work, we should first call on the Spirit, trusting that,
as at Pentecost, the Spirit will transform us and those we serve.

As we approach the middle of the year, many of us may feel the weight of routine and the
demands of our weekly Legion work. Fatigue can set in, and the enthusiasm we had at the
start may waver. In these moments, we turn once again to Mary, our Mother, and to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Just as the Spirit empowered the apostles, we ask the Spirit
now to refresh us with renewed zeal. May we be reminded of the joy in our mission, and
may Mary’s gentle encouragement lift our hearts. Let us pray that the Spirit breathes new
life into us, carrying us forward with courage and love as we continue our apostolic
journey.

Finally, as we continue through this month of May—the month of the Rosary—let us remain
firmly anchored in prayer. The Rosary, entrusted to us by Mary, is not only a source of
grace but also a spiritual weapon against the forces that hinder our mission. By praying the
Rosary daily, we invite the Holy Spirit’'s guidance and Mary’s intercession, ensuring that we
are strengthened in our apostolic tasks and safeguarded from the evil one. Let us
persevere, prayerfully and courageously, with the Rosary in our hands and the Spirit in our
hearts.

Sincerely

Bro John Tagiilima
President



NEXT MONTH’S REPORTS

Annual
Mother of the Church Praesidium (Hillsborough)

Quarterly

Queen of Heaven Curia (South Auckland) Immaculate Conception
Comitium (Wellington) and Mother of Light Junior Curia
(Auckland)

UPCOMING EVENTS

Ascension of Our Lord

Pentecost Sunday

Exploratio Dominicalis - 6" & 27" June

Officers’ Training Day - 5" July

Legion Youth Day (by Auckland Junior Curia) - 11" July

7 4

Q .-""m"‘

e \ e
l — -

SENATUS OFFICERS’ CONTACTS

Spiritual Director: Fr. Andrew Matthew (027) 612 648
President: Br. John Tagiilima (020) 430 0050

Vice President: Br. Jay Villapando (022) 645 4255
Secretary: Br Mana Tatafu (021) 023 66873

Asst. Secretary: Sr. Vanessa Sionetali

Treasurer: Sr. Vaoesea Wall (021) 209 5162

Asst. Treasurer: Br. Mark Gasparini (027) 650 6908

CONTACT US
© legionofmarynz@gmail.com

& www.legionofmary.org.nz
@ 24 Kiwi Road, Point Chevalier, Auckland 1022
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